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The communications from the source "Q" are regarded by the QAnon movement, a political and conspiracy theory group that rose to
prominence in the early months of 2021 after storming the Capitol in Washington, D.C,, as their primary information source. Between
November 2017 and November 2022, "Q" posted brief remarks on many message boards, including 4Chan, 8Chan, and others. The
messages made predictions about future political developments and offered commentary on current political happenings. The Q-drop
corpus—the 4,966 posts made by the poster Q—is full of rhetorical questions with the purpose of inciting the reader to "Do your own
research." Relating to earlier research, | have made a collection of all Q-drops in .txt format, which makes it possible to search through all
posts using the program Grep. In this poster | will map and analyze the use of rhetorical questions in the corpus; Especially such rhetorical
questions that invite the reader to do their own research using a search engine.
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How can the use of rhetorical questions be explained?
- Rhetorical questions are a classic method in persuasion REFERENCES:
: (Dennett 2014). It is the most prevalent type of question in
short messages on the internet (Hills 2018). Ballantyne, Nathan, et al Do Your Own Research, Social Epistemology, vol 38(3), 2024.
: Dennett, Daniel C Intuition Pumps and other Tools for Thinking, London: Penguin Books,
: - Rhetorical questions can easily relate to the internet trope of 2014
" 9 " Y P : Hills, Stefanie Anja, Persuasion in the Digital Age: A Theoretical Model of Persuasion in
: “Do your own Research” or DYOR (Ballantyne et al 2024). A Terse Text, Loughborough University, 2019.
: trope used as a token of honor among many netizens. Q-drop 1-4966, https://operationg.pub/ - 2025-06-15.
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